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Introduction
My name is Peter John McHugh.

My uncle, Maurice McHugh, was an Australian
Pilot Officer flying a Short Stirling Bomber with
620 squadron of the Royal Air Force in WW?2.

Maurice’s plane was shot down by flak and he
was killed in Holland on the 20 September 1944
while flying a resupply mission to British troops
near Arnhem in the failed campaign called
Operation Market Garden more commonly
known as a “Bridge Too Far”.

Maurice was 21 years old and one of only 13
Australians killed in this tragic and futlle battle,f

to liberate Holland.

Like many families during the war:it-created a

great deal of anguish no "_nowmg precisely
what happened to Maurl _,m' a country so far
away from home. .~ .

Compelling~ orlgmal documents that | have
recently unearthed on the internet together
with a visit to Hotland in 2014 to meet some of
the surviving-eye witnesses has enabled me to
finally pie'ce together what exactly happened to
Maurice and his aircrew 70 years ago and about
his extraordinary feats of bravery.

This is my story of discovery......

February 2015.

Page|ii

Table of Contents

His @arly life. ..o 1
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). ...uoeiveeiieeeeee e 3
Posted to the Royal Air Force (RAF) in England................... 4
Operation Market Garden — “A Bridge Too Far”. ................8
Shot down and killed - 20 September 1944. ..................... 10
Maurice’s medals. ... 12
Finding out what happened. .......ccccoeveevveeeeeeciecen 13
THE FECOIUS...eiieeieeee ettt 14
Planning my visit the Netherlands —2014. ........................17

70t Anniversary commemorations —September 2014.....18

Visit to Groesbeek — Thursday 18 September 2014 .......... 19
Visit to Vorstenbosch — Friday 19 September 2014. ......... 19
The Verhoeven family. ......cooovveivieieiiieeiie e 20
The Smolenaer brothers.......cccocveeiieiicineinncienceieeenn 21
The village Windmill.........ccoveiiiiiiiee e 23
Local school children. ........cocouoiiiiiiiiiicecneeeve e 24
The ICE-SKAtES. .cceiieeiiit ettt ettt 24
Sister EMmanuel........ocveeiinininiit e 25
The Dutch ResiStance. ......cooceeueviiiieiiceee s 25
Laying a poppy wreath and presenting a plaque............... 27
Other local people I Met.......cveeiieeiieeecee e 29
Airbase Volkel — Typhoon Museum. .........cccceeeeeeerreeeneeennen. 31
The media COVEIagEe. .oiniiniieiiceeiciieeee e e eeeeereeaees 33
POSESCIIPT. ettt 34
Time forreflection........cuou i 35
SO NOW WHAt? ...iceiiieieeee et 36
Summary of key dates. .....cccoeeeeeeeeevceeicie e 37
ALEAChMENTS. ..ot 38
Attachment 1 — Original airmen’s statements 1944.......... 39
Attachment 2 — Telegram 23 Sept 1944 .........cccveeveeeennnn. 42
Attachment 3 — Letter 12 Feb 1945......cccoiiiiiiiiiiciennne 43
Attachment 4 — Letter 21 Feb 1945.......ocoiiiiiiiiicieneene 44
Attachment 5 —Letter 4 April 1945 .........cvvvcevievircieeeieene. 45
Attachment 6 —Letter 10 April 1945......ccccccvveviveeereeeneeeenen. 46
Attachment 7 - Letter from Grandma - 6 May 1945.......... 47
Attachment 8 — Letter 17 May 1945 ......c..covvvvvercieeeieeenen. 49
Attachment 9 — Letter 15June 1945 .....ccooeiveiiniinirienene. 50
Attachment 10 — Letter 8 April 1949......c..covvvvvcieeeieeeeeenen. 51
Attachment 11— Letter 30 March 1950 ..........ccvuevvveveeenene. 52
Attachment 12 — Stirling’s in Action............ccooevvieiieee, 53
Attachment 13 — Dutch newspaper 1977.....cccccevveeeveeennen. 58
Attachment 14 — Dutch newspaper articles 2013 ............. 60
Attachment 15 — Verhoeven family statement................. 63
Attachment 16 — Smolenaer brothers statement ............. 66
Attachment 17 — Letter of SUPPOIt.....cccevvvevvievircieeieenne. 69

Attachment 18 — The plaque ....ccceeveveevevevviiee e 72



Page|ii




Page |1

His early life.

Maurice McHugh was born in St Kilda, a suburb of
Melbourne on 9 July 1923. He was one of four
children to Augustus and Annie May McHugh. He
had two older sisters Nancy (1919) and Kathleen
(1921) as well as a younger brother John (1925).

The McHugh children - Nancy, Kathleen, Maurice and John at
Ballarat gardens (circa 1927)

Maurice was educated at South Preston Primary
School and Northcote Boys High school.

Augustus and Annie May McHugh — wedding day 1918

Maurice's father, Augustus McHugh, worked as a McHugh family (circa 1937) — standing from left Kathleen,
. . . . Augustus, Maurice — sitting Nancy and John.

signalman for the Victorian Railways and moved

about State before finally settling in Preston in a

newly built family home at 34 Breffna Street in

1942 where they stayed for the reminder of their

lives.
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Dumell with Maurice, Augustus and Nancy
1942)

Brothers - John (on bike) and Maurice

Maurice had a girlfriend in 1941, Dumell
McDonald, who also lived nearby in Preston. They
wrote to each other while he was away in England
during the war. Dumell is now 90 years old and
lives in Queensland.

Maurice with Dumell at the Royal Botanic gardens in Melbourne -

1941
. . . My mother and father (John and Roma McHugh) at their wedding
Dumell kept in touch with the McHugh family long 1948 with best man Norm Green and bridesmaid Dumell
afterthe war, She was my mother’s bridesmaid in McDonald

1948.



Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).

Maurice joined the Air Force Reserve in October
1941. He stated his employment on his enlistment
papers as a law clerk at Rigby & Fielding, 60 Market
Street in Melbourne.

In February 1942, when he was 18 years and 6
months old Maurice enlisted in the RAAF. His
service number was 410858.

He began his RAAF training with 4 Initial Training
School (4 ITS) at Victor Harbour in South Australia.

Maurice at 4 ITS - standing centre row third from left

After initial training Maurice progressed to 11
Elementary Flying School (11 EFTS) at Benalla in
June 1942 where he learned basic flying skills in
DH84 tiger moths.

11 EFTS - Benalla
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He continued his training at 6 Service Flying
Training School (6 SFTS) at RAAF Station Mallala,
South Australia in October 1942 where he flew
Commonwealth  Aircraft Corporation (CAC)

Wirraway trainers before converting to twin
engine Avro Anson's,

Maurice graduated at Mallala with his “wings"” and
the rank of Flight Sergeant on the 5 February 1943.

Avro Anson at Mallala

Maurice had a younger brother, John McHugh,
who was my father. He was also a RAAF pilot but
travelled to Canada as part of the Empire Training
Scheme in 1944.



Brothers, John and Maurice McHugh (with his wings) at 34 Breffna
St, Preston, circa Feb 1943, before sailing for England. This was the
last time he saw his family.

Posted to the Royal Air Force (RAF) in
England.

Maurice's RAAF records show he embarked from
Melbourne for England on the 6 March 1943 and
arrived at Halifax on the 19 April 1943.

In England his Air Force record lists a series of
postings to training courses including 15 Advanced
Flying Unit (15 AFU), 81 Operational Training
School (81 OTU), then conversion to heavy
bombers and glider towing operations including
1665 Heavy Conversion Unit (1665 HCU) at
Tilstock in Shropshire.
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Flight Sergeant Maurice McHugh

Maurice's record received a slight blemish in July
1943 for the somewhat minor transgression of
“Wweariag his qir crew suit kevond the confines af
the camp contrary to pupil’s standing orders™ and
he received a severe reprimand. The next day he
was in trouble again for insolence to Flight
Lieutenant Butcher, but with no further action
taken.

Maurice also got into trouble in May 1944 for
flying too low over the airfield. He was flying an
aircraft with a horsa glider in tow across the
middle of the airfield at about a 100 feet above the
ground. | wonder if he buzzed the control tower
too?

On completion of his training, on D-Day, 6 June
1944 Maurice and his aircrew were posted to 620
Squadron based in RAF Fairford, Gloucestershire
flying a Short Stirling Bomber.



The Short Stirling was the first four-engine British
heavy bomber of the Second World War. It
entered service in early 1941 but had a relatively
brief operational career as a bomber, being
relegated to second line duties from late 1943,
when other more capable four-engine RAF
bombers, specifically the Handley Page Halifax and
Avro Lancaster, took over the strategic bombing of
Germany.

The Short Stirling was used for mining German
port areas and fulfilled a major role as a glider tug
and supply aircraft during the allied invasion of
Europe in 1944-=1945.

Details for Short Stirling Bomber Mk 1V

Length: 87ft 3in (26.58m)
Wingspan: 99ft 1in (30.19m)
Height: 22ft 9in (6.93m)

Empty Weight:
Take Off Weight:
Maximum Speed:
Cruising Speed:
Ceiling:

Range:

Power plant:
Propellers
Payload:

Crew (6):

Defensive
Armament:

46,900 1b (21,274 kg)

70,000 Ib (31,752 kg)

270mph (435kmh)

200mph (323kmh)

17,500ft (5,332m)

2,010 miles (3,242km) with
3,5001b (1,589kg) bombload
Four Bristol Hercules XVls of
1,650hp each

Three-bladed metal  fully
feathering propeller

14,000lbs (6,356kg)

Pilot, navigator, flight engineer,
bomb aimer, wireless operator,
rear gunner.

2 x .303 Browning machine
guns in tail turret.

Short Stirling Bomber Mk 1V
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Dona ferentes adsumus
(Translation: "We are coming bringing gifts")

In Dennis Williams 2008 book titled “Stirling’s in
Action with Airborne Forces™ thare iz this account
from Maurice's Flight Engineer, Sergeant David
Evans in relation to D-Day — "Very early on B-Day
we were awakened at Tilstock to be told that the
invasion of Europe had started, and that we were
posted to Fairford. We had only a slept an hour or
two, after landing from a long cross- country flight
the night before. Although tired and bleary eyed,
we had a terrific feeling of elation, for our chance
had come at last to pit our wits against the enemy.
We got our clearance from Tilstock arranged in
double time, and were on our way south and
nearer to where the action was taking place.”

B
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A page of Flight Sgt Evans /og-bookfor June 1944



Maurice survived D-Day flying operations with 620
Squadron dropping paratroopers of the 6th
Airborne Division near Caen as part of Operation
Tonga.

Pilot Officer, Maurice McHugh — England - date unknown

Maurice resigned from the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF) on 7 May 1944 to take up a
commission as a Pilot Officer with the Royal Air
Force (RAF). | am puzzled why this was necessary
and why he wasn‘t able to remain as an Australian
Officer. Maybe it was just the times. | noticed that
on his enlistment papers in 1942 he declared
himself as a “British Subject”. There didn’t seem an
option to list as an “Australian Citizen™,

According to another account from Sgt Evans,
once Maurice became an officer he left the other
crew members for the officers' mess, where one
evening at a social gathering he met Air Vice-
Marshal Hollinghurst, who was in command of 38
Group. “On this occasion, he invited the AOC to fly
with them when we were next operational. Soon
after they had completed their pre-flight checks,
Air Vice-Marshal Hollinghurst arrived at the
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dispersal point, in a staff car, accompanied by the
Station Commander. The crew formed a line and
stood to attention as Maurice introduced each of
in turn. The AOC made it clear that once in the
aircraft the pilot would be in command and that
they were to take no notice of their VIP passenger.
He sat in the second pilot's seat and it was a very
uneventful but successful operation. He must also
have been pleased, because he flew with Maurice
and his crew again later in August. On this later
occasion they were diverted to another airfield on
their return where he joined them in the mess for
bacon and eqgs, causing a hullabaloo amongst the
staff serving the meai®. The diversion, to which
David Evans referred, was early in the morning of
3 August 1944, as forty out of sixty-five aircraft
from 38 Group landed away, mostly at airfields in
West Wales. Out of twenty-two Fairford Etirling's
returning from operations, sixteen went to either
Brawdy in Pembrokeshire or Fairwood Common
(now Swansea Airport) on the Gower peninsula.

; 4
Inside a Short Stirling Bomber preparing for take-off — painting by
famed English war artist Dame Laura Knight



According to Sgt Evans log book, Maurice and his
crew went on to fly about 25 secret night missions
between June and September 1944 to resupply
allied forces, special operations and the French
resistance.

. b __ ~ o ———
In England with other pilots — Maurice standing on right
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Operation Market Garden — “A Bridge
Too Far”.

In September 1944 the allies under the command
of Field Marshal General Montgomery mounted
an ill-fated campaign to capture seven strategic
bridges across Holland and enter Germany in a
battle more commonly referred to as "4 Eridge
Too Far”.

Montgomery wanted to circumvent the northern
end of the Siegfried Line and this required the
operation to seize the bridges across the Maas
(Meuse River) and two arms of the Rhine (the
Waal and the Lower Rhine) as well as several
smaller canals and tributaries. Crossing the Lower
Rhine at Arnhem would allow the Allies to encircle
Germany's industrial heartland in the Ruhr from
the north.

Operation Market Garden made large-scale use of
airborne forces, whose tactical objectives were to
secure the bridges and allow a rapid advance by
British armoured units into Northern Germany.

Several bridges between Eindhoven and Nijmegen
were captured at the beginning of the operation
but General Horrocks' XXX Corps ground force
advance was delayed by the demolition of a bridge
over the Wilhelmina Canal, an extremely
overstretched supply line at Son, and failure to
capture the main road bridge over the river Waal
before 20 September.

At Arnhem, the British 1st Airborne Division
encountered far stronger resistance than
anticipated. In the ensuing battle, only a small
force managed to hold one end of the Arnhem
road bridge and after the ground forces failed to
relieve them, they were overrun on 21 September.

The rest of the division, trapped in a small pocket
west of the bridge at Oosterbeek had to be
evacuated on 25 September. The failure of
Operation Market Garden ended allied
expectations of finishing the war by Christmas
1944,

1 Ereran Do s iR heRRy TG AN ST ana i o i e s
Group flew 628 sorties to the Arnhem / Oosterbeek area. Of these, 89
aircraft did not return.

It was however the most ambitious airborne
operation ever carried out and its staggering scale
can be judged by the following figures:

* Number of troops dropped by 20190

parachute
* Number of troops landed by 13781
glider
* Number of gliders 2613
* Number of sorties flown by 5067

troop carrier aircraft
(including glider towing and

re-supply) *
* Aircraft in support roles 4771
* Tonnes of supplies dropped 2585

Over the intervening years, much has been written
about the wisdom of this operation and the
controversy surrounding its overall failure. But the
operation certainly was a bold one, not least
because of the sheer scale of the airborne
component which was more than double the
numbers delivered by air into Normandy on D-Day
in June 1944,

Perhaps its greatest weakness was that it was also
an invasion plan was very hastily put together with
only a week between its approval and execution,
unlike D-Day that took over a year to plan and
organise. Or, maybe important factors such as the
presence of the 9™ and 10™ SS German Panzer
Division near Arnhem that were being refitted and
which had been reported by the Dutch Resistance
were overlooked or discounted.

But everything always seems inevitable in
hindsight.



-----------
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Flight plans for Arnhem invasion - 17 September 1944.
620 Squadron flew the northern route from Fairford.

On the first day of the Operation Market Garden,
Sunday 17 September 1944, thirty eight aircraft
took off from RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire flying
along the northern route to Arnhem carrying 1
Parachute Brigade and 1 Air Landing Brigade.

T aa = el
Short Stirling’s, 620 Squadron a¥ RAF Fairford preparing for
Operation Market Garden — Sunday 17 September 1944

Maurice and his crew of five took off at 10.50 hrs
in their Short Stirling Bomber (L J-946) towing an
airspeed horsa glider loaded with 12 soldiers, a
jeep and trailer carrying mortars and ammunition
to the drop zone near Arnhem. There was very
little enemy opposition on the opening day of
Operation Market Garden and his aircraft
returned safely to Fairford at 15.30 hrs.

Short Stirling towing a horsa Glider at RAF Fairford

On the day of invasion, thousands of allied aircraft
converged near London before making their way
across the English Channel to Holland. The stream
of bombers, gliders, transport planes and fighter
escorts stretched for over 150 km and was 5 km
wide. It must have been quite a sight.

The objective of the soldiers in the horsa glider
was to move quickly after landing to capture the
bridge over the lower Rhine River at Arnhem. The
landing zone was nearly 12 km west of the bridge
and fierce fighting over subsequent days meant
these troops never got to Arnhem but were
surrounded by well organised German panzer
tanks at the village of Oosterbeek.

British irspeed horsa glider landing at the drop zone near Arnhem

Over the succeeding days Maurice and his crew
flew missions to drop supplies to allied troops on
the ground near Arnhem. Sadly, because of the
intense house-to-house fighting and the rapidly
shrinking British perimeter compounded by poor
radio communications most of these supplies fell
into enemy hands.



A load of small supply crates dropped near Arnhem from a
formation of RAF Short Stirling’s on Tuesday 19th as flak explodes.

The resupply flights into Arnhem were hampered
for several days by cloud cover in England, which
forced the postponement of follow-on drops,
including Sosabowski's Polish  paratroopers,
leaving the British paratroopers at Arnhem
especially short of water, ammunition, and much
needed reinforcements

Shot down and killed - 20 September
1944.

On the fourth day of the battle, Wednesday 20
September 1944, there was fierce fighting around
the Arnhem Bridge and also further west around
the village of Oosterbeek.

At 10am the crews at RAF Fairford attended a
briefing for their next supply operation. By this
time, news had been received that the initial
target drop zone, (DZ- V) had fallen into enemy
hands. The drops were therefore made to a new
location at Oosterbeek within the shrinking British
perimeter.
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British 1st Airborne soldiers using parachutes to signal to allied
supply aircraft from the grounds of Division HQ at the Hartenstein
Hotel in Oosterbeek, Netherlands, Sep 1944

Later in the morning, it was decided to postpone
the departure time at Fairford by two hours, so it
was not until 1440 hrs that the first of seventeen
aircraft from 620 squadron took off along the
southern route to Holland. This new information
about the delay in departure was not adequately
communicated so planned fighter cover for the
mission did not rendezvous as planned.

Maurice once again took off in his Short Stirling
bomber, LK-548 (fuselage code QS-Y) with a crew
of seven including two British army dispatchers
from Fairford at 14.45 pm to resupply beleaguered
British paratroopers on the ground at Oosterbeek
that were being slowly encircled by German
panzer tanks.

It never returned.

Official reports show that flying low {1500 and
slow at about on the run into the drop zone the
plane was hit by flak and incendiary bullets and the
starboard aileron caught fire but the crew
continued bravely on their mission.

An account by the flight engineer Sgt David Evans
said "4 we approached Arnhem from the
southerly direction the flak appeared much heavier
than the previous day. Incendiary bullets tore into
the trailing edge of the starboard edge and set it
alight and from my position in the astrodome |
could see the flames".



Later Sgt Evans said in his account “minuies later |
was momentarily blinded by dust as a cannon shell
pierced the wooden frame of the astrodome within
an inch of my nose. | was shocked that my position
was straddled by cannon fire which made very
neat holes about 18 inches apart in the floor of the
compartment” — attachment 12.

e £ e T
German ground troops firing at low flying RAF supply aircraft

After successfully dropping their supplies and
banking out to return to England the plane was
once again hit, this time by an 88mm shell that
went through the main petrol tank in the
starboard wing but fortunately without exploding.
But this was soon followed by a fountain of high
octane fuel that became a roaring jet of fire as the
wing and inside the fuselage was ablaze.

Struggling to maintain height, Maurice then gave
the order to abandon the aircraft by which time
the plane had dropped to about 800-10C03° and
three airmen (Evans, Gasgoyne and Hume)
managed to parachute out. They sustained injuries
from the jump with two being knocked
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unconscious. They made their way back to England
via Brussels with the help of the Dutch Resistance
within a few days of the crash.

Significantly, it is reported by the navigator Flight
Sergeant Hume, that Maurice refused a parachute
that was offered to him and stayed valiantly with
the controls of the stricken plane to allow others
of his crew to escape.

Maurice continued to fly the burning plane
towards home for another 50 km before crashing
into a Dutch farm at Vorstenbosch. Maurice and
the rest of the crew were killed.

On their return to England the three survivors
made official witness statements. These are held
in the Australian National Archives and confirm
the story that Maurice refused a parachute when
it was offered to him and stayed with the plane to
allow his aircrew to bail out —attachment 1.

Two of the seventeen Stirling's fram 620 squadron
sent to Arnhem on 20 September failed to return
and many others limped back seriously damaged.

By the evening of 20 September 1944, the Battle
of the Arnhem Bridge was all but lost.

Of the 34000 British, American and Polish airborne
troops landed in Operation Market Garden about
half ended up being either killed, wounded or
captured.

Maurice was one of 13 Australian airmen.

He was only 21 years old.



Maurice’s medals.

In 2004 | was surprised to discover that Maurice’s
war service medals had never been collected or
sent to his family after the war. | subsequently
wrote to the Directorate of Honours and Awards
in Canberra and retrieved them as his surviving
next of kin. Incredibly they had lain in dusty
storage for nearly 60 years and they are now a
treasured family possession. The ribbons have
been replaced and the medals properly mounted
and | took them to his grave in the Netherlands in
2014.

é
:'1.. -
§ Y v

1939-45 Star, France & Germany Star, Defence Medal, War Medal
1939-45, Australian Service Medal. 2

2 - In 2012 the British Government introduced a Bomber Command Clasp
to go with the 1939-45 star. Disappointingly, | learned that Maurice is
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ineligible for the clasp because 620 Squadron was deemed a transport
squadron part of 38 group during the period of his service.



Finding out what happened.

| have discovered a great deal about my uncle
during the last few years from the internet as
official WW2 documents have become
progressively scanned and made available online.

Like many families during the war it created a
great deal of anguish not knowing exactly what
happened to their son in a country so far away
from home.

The major breakthrough came in early 2014 when
| was able to track down the coordinates of the
crash site using a German internet page
cataloguing lost WW?2 aircraft.

http://www.lostaircraft.com/database.php?e=30
119&mode=viewentry

| v ' " A NS pae—
The red dot at the centre of the map is near the location of the
crash.

| subsequently learned from local amateur
historians in Holland and the archived documents
that his aircraft was hit by flak and caught fire and
crashed 7pm (local time) in a field in front of the
house of Mr Verhoeven, Meuwelweg 3, near
Vorstenbosch.

| wrote a “cold letter” in July 2014 to the address
that | had identified off the internet map with a
copy translated into Dutch. I dicln’t really expect a
reply but to my amazement | was called at home
in Australia about two weeks later by the owner
Mr William van der Donk.

Mr van der Donk told me how the internet map
was slightly incorrect and that the real crash site
was just around the corner from hishome. He also
told me how he and the people in nearby village of
Vorstenbosch knew all about Maurice and that
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there were even some eye witnesses from the
Verhoeven family that lived in the house in 1944
that were still alive that would love to meet me.

William sent me two Dutch newspaper articles and
photos from December 1977 that the Verhoeven
family had kept from when the wreckage was
recovered from their farm. The field was being
levelled for agricultural purposes and the Royal
Dutch Air Force had been called to dispose of some
remaining unexploded ordinance and they took
the bent propeller to the local airbase Volkel.

e ey o~

e

December 1977 — One of the Dutch newspaper articles about the
recovery of wreckage - The women with the head scarf is Mirs Door
Verhoeven who witnessed the plane crash along with her children
—attachment 13.

- P & W
Recovery of wreckage by Dutch authorities and disposal of
unexploded ordinance — December 1977



The records.

There were eight men on board the Short Stirling
Bomber aircraft when it left RAF Fairford in
England at 14.45pm on 20 September 1944 for
another resupply mission to Arnhem.

It failed to return and they were listed as missing.

Five men were killed in the crash around 7 pm local
time near the small Dutch village of Vorstenbosch
including:

1. Pilot Officer, Maurice McHugh
2. Wireless Operator - Flight Sergeant, Eric
Arthur Bradshaw (pictured)

3. Rear Gunner- Sergeant, Thomas Vickers,
4. Dispatcher - Lance Corporal, John Waring
5. Dispatcher — Driver, Ernest Victor

Heckford.

Those killed were initially buried in the Nistelrode
General Cemetery but were reinterred in a
communal grave at the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery after the war in 1949. Maurice was the
only Australian on-board the aircraft and all others
were British.

Three men parachuted out safely and evaded
capture including:

1. Navigator - Flight Sergeant, John (Jock)

Hume.

2. Flight Engineer — Sergeant, David Evans
(pictured).

3. Bomb Aimer - Flight Sergeant, Nicholas
Gasgoyne.

The plane crashed in occupied enemy territory and
the German troops searched for the parachutists.

The local Dutch resistance hid the injured airmen
in a local church.
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Eric Bradshaw and David Evans

The three men who managed to parachute out
evaded capture with the help of the local Dutch
resistance and returned to England via Brussels
only a few days later and made official statements
on Sunday 24 September 1944 at their home base
at RAF Fairford .

Copies of the original statements made by the
three survivors are held in the Australian National
Archives (ref A705, 166/26/594) — attachment 1.

Also, a collated summary from the Australian War
Memorial is below.

Sgt Evans, Flight Sergeant Hume and Flight
Sergeant Gasgoyne evaded capture.

In a report Flight Sergeant Hume stated: "l was the
first to bail out at approx. 1000 feet. My chute
opened and | saw the aircraft strike the ground at
a 45 degree angle. | saw two other chutes in the
air, and Dutch eye witnesses said only three chutes
were seen. “Pilot Officer McHugh refused a chute
which was offered to him."

Flight Sergeant Evans in his report stated: "l was
the Flight Engineer on Stirling LK548 on an
operational flight to Arnhem. On the appropriate
drop zone intense ack-ack was encountered at a
height of about 1500 feet. The starboard aileron
was set alight, but Pilot Officer McHugh kept a
straight course and did his utmost to drop the
supplies in the correct area and was successful.
During the whole time there was intense flak. After
dropping the supplies, the Captain put the aircraft
into a climb turning back at the same time. The
aileron was still burning, and as soon as the



aircraft had turned around, the petrol tank
immediately forward of the aileron received a
direct hit, and the whole wing tip burst into flames.
I advised Pilot Officer McHugh as to the condition
of the aircraft, and he gave the abandon order. |
put on a chute and took off my helmet. By now the
whole starboard wing was alight, also the centre
section, and the Captain was struggling hard to
maintain height which was impossible. | was the
second to leave the aircraft, and as | jumped |
heard several explosions. The Navigator was first
out and | followed, then the Air Bomber. | was
knocked unconscious by the opening of the chute,
and did not see the aircraft crash. | landed about 3
miles North of Uden, and met the other two. |
believe the other three were in the aircraft when it
crashed."

Furthermore, in his book “Stirling’s in Action with
Airborne Forces™ by Dennis Williams published in
2008, the flight engineer, Sergeant David Evans
gives a slightly more detailed account of what
happened on 20 September 1944 and of his
subsequent escape back to England with the other
airmen. Importantly, even after the passage of 64
years it is consistent with his original 1944
statement —attachment 12.

According to Sgt Evans’ family the injuries he
sustained when parachuting out of the plane was
the end of his war service in the RAF. He remained
very proud of his contribution and he visited
Holland and the crash site several times after the
war but sadly died in 2014.

The Australian National Archives also show that
the McHugh family received a number of letters
and telegrams from authorities advising of the
crash but did not confirm if Maurice was dead for
some time = attachments.

Because Maurice was shot down behind enemy
lines he was initially listed as missing.

However, one of the survivors of the crash, the
Bomb Aimer, Nick Gasgoyne deserves a special
mention. He wrote to the family soon after the
crash and told of what happened. Sadly this letter

is missing but the contents of his letter were
requoted when my grandmother Annie May
McHugh wrote to the Air Force on 6 May 1945
trying to find out what happened to Maurice. She
uses the words from Mick Gascoyne’s letter -
“Maurice made his turn with the calm assurance of
a veteran and we dropped our load accurately but
on coming out were hit in several places and
caught fire. The fire was pretty fierce and we had
no hope of putting it out so the order to abandon
the aircraft, in the same steady voice was given.
Three of the crew managed to make it — myself
being the last one. 'm sorry to sav that Mourice in
his attempt to keep the plane in the air until the
remainder were out stayed with it till it hit the
ground. i'm afraid that Maurice died struggling to
gain cantrol ef the plane™ —attachment 7.

In February 1945 some further details of the crash
were made available to the family from the air
force including part of the statement for the
navigator, Flight Sergeant Hume’s that Maurice
“refused a parachute which was offered to him” -
attachment 4.

Sadly, it took nearly nine more months of
uncertainty until 15 June 1945 for the family to
receive official confirmation that Maurice was
presumed dead — attachment 9.

Later in March 1950 the family received official
advice that Maurice had been reburied at
Canadian War Cemetery at Groesbeek on the
Dutch/German border — attachment 11.
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Plaque in Arnhem. - Presented by 23 Squadron (city of Brisbane in
1998

Nick and Dorothy Gasgoyne - wedding 1943

Nick Gascoyne kept in touch with the family after
the war and in one of his final letters to the family
in 1999 he wrote that Maurice “chose to stav with
the plane to ensure that it did not come down in an
area inhabited by civilian innocents®,

A brass plaque with Maurice’s name along with
other RAAF airmen killed during Operation Market
Garden is mounted in the cafe area of the
Hartenstein Hotel at Oosterbeek which houses the
Airborne Museum. This was the HQ of the British
paratroops during the battle.



Planning my visit the Netherlands —
2014.

After uncovering all this new information about
Maurice from the internet | wrote to the
Australian Foreign Minister, The Hon. Julie Bishop
in July 2014 to find out if Australia was being
represented at the 70t anniversary
commemorations in the Netherlands in
September 2014.

| firmly believed that Australia should be
recognised for its small but significant
contribution. | also expected that the
governments of Britain, America, Netherlands and
Poland would have official representations. | also
imagined a large number of veterans and their
families would also make the pilgrimage because
many were now aged well inte their 20°s and this
would most likely be their last visit.

| eventually received a reply in late August 2014
from the Minister for Veterans Affairs via my local
Federal Member of Parliament, Darren Chester,
supporting my trip by giving me the contact details
for the Australian Defence attaché in London,
Brigadier Bill Sowry. Darren also gave me an
Australian flag to take with me on my trip that |
later gave to the school in Vorstenbosch.

| immediately made email contact with Bill Sowry
and he advised that he had already seen my
correspondence to the Minister as well as visited
the crash site to make contact with the current
owners of the house and some of the eye
witnesses. He offered to arrange a small gathering
and service with a few people on Friday 19
September (one day short of the 70" anniversary).
After a bit of detective work he also arranged
access to the local Dutch Airbase Volkel to look at
the small museum that housed some of the
wreckage.

Knowing | was meeting the owners of the land
where the plane crashed | had a brass
commemoration plaque made up at home in
Australia to take with me. | hoped that it could be
mounted nearby the crash site.

| was also pleased to learn that Brigadier Bill Sowry
had been invited to attend the official
commemorations in Arnhem. | thought it
important that Australia be represented and that
an Australian military uniform be visible. At the
time of my travel the relations between Australia
and the Netherlands were particularly strong over
the recovery of the wreckage a Malaysian airline
(MH17) that had been shot over the Ukraine only
a month or so earlier by Russian separatists. This
incident had created international outrage and
many Dutch and Australian passengers had been
killed. Bill had been heavily involved in
coordinating the international recovery program.

Meanwhile through a colleague at work | made
contact with Nick McCallum from Channel 7 news
in Melbourne who wanted to do a story on my visit
to Holland and Maurice. Nick came to my
Traralgon office a week before | departed and a
story was aired on the national TV news that
evening.

While all this trip planning was going on | also
tracked down an address for Maurica’s girlfriend
in 1941, Dumell MacDonald, who was 90 years old
and lived in Queensland. We had several
telephone conversations and she sent me some
old photos she had kept.



70™ Anniversary commemorations —
September 2014.

For convenience of travel | signed up with a British
tour group for the 70" anniversary

commemorations at Arnhem and met a number of
original veterans and their families.

A British veteran of Operation Market Garden, Arthur Bailey, 6th
Airborne at the Arnhem Bridge - "A Bridge Too Far."

The people | met on the tour were wonderful and
very interested and surprised about the Australian
connection to Operation Market Garden.

The Scottish paras on the tour at the Arnhem Bridge

Nick McCallum from Channel 7 news also made a
special trip over from Australia to Holland to cover
Maurice's story. We met in Amsterdam and went
to both Groesbeek and Vorstenbosch together.
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A large convoy of historic military vehicles at the Grave Bridge
converging on Arnhem for the 70th anniversary commemorations.
—Sept 2014

The Grave Bridge over the Maas River in 1944 captured by the
American 82nd Airborne Division

Parachute jump re-enactment at near Arnhem - Sept 2014



Visit to Groesbeek — Thursday 18
September 2014

On Thursday 18 September | visited Maurice’s
grave at the Canadian War Cemetery at Groesbeek
in the eastern Netherlands near the German
border. | took his medals and his wings and left a
small Australian flag. The magnificently
maintained cemetery looks over the peaceful
Dutch countryside and contains over 3500 graves
of mainly Canadian and British soldiers.

Maurice’s grave at Groesbeek with his medals, wings and a small
Australian flag

After the war in 1949 Maurice's body was
reinterred from Nistelrode and | believe that he is
the only Australian airmen buried at Groesbeek.
He is buried in a communal grave alongside his
aircrew, Eric Bradshaw, Thomas Vickers and John
Waring. One of the army dispatchers, Earnest
Heclford's body was never found and he is
commemorated on the memorial panel. There
were local some stories in Vorstenbosch of
another body dressed in a khaki uniform being
found 200m from the crash site but there are no
official records to substantiate this.

While being obviously focused on my uncle
Maurice it was also sobering to reflect that each
one of these graves has a family and a story.

x

TN

Maurice is buried in a communal grave at Groesbeek alongside the
other airmen from the plane. Grave XIl. C. 9-12.
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Visit to Vorstenbosch — Friday 19
September 2014.

Friday 19 September (one day short of the 70%
anniversary of the crash of Maurice's plang) was
one that changed my life and one | will remember
forever.

| was picked up at the Airborne Museum
"Hartenstein Hotel” in Oosterbeek by the
Australian defence attaché, Brigadier Bill Sowry.
He had flown over from London especially to take
me to Vorstenbosch and lead a small service.

The British divisional HQ at the Hartenstein Hotel in Oosterbeek as
it is today. This was the intended drop target for Maurice on the
20 September 1944 - the day he was shot down

| was expecting to meet about 6-8 people but was
shocked when about 50 or so turned up. Most of
the small village of Vorstenbosch including the
Deputy Mayor, Rien Wijdeven and the
commander of the local Dutch air force base, Chief
Warrant Officer Gerard Veenhuis were there to
greet me.

,: i

A large group had gathered to meet me



Now to the eye witnesses.

Prior to my visit | understood there were only two
surviving eye witnesses to the crash of Maurice's
plane in 1944 but it turned out there were more |
didn't know about....

The Verhoeven family.

Sisters Betsie (age 75), Miet (age 80), Mien (aged
79) and Tonnie (age 77) were young girls at the
time on the 20 September 1944 and told me how
they were out doing laundry with their mother
(Theodora). The laundry was laid out to whiten in
what they termed a “bleachfield” and they all
watched mesmerised as the burning plane
approached their house from the north at about
30 metres above the ground with its left wing on
fire. They said the plane was flying very low, made
a turn then crashed down in the field near the
house. Their father Bertus was in the farm building
feeding the animals at the time.

Betsie, Toon, Miet Verhoeven (2014)
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Herles Vurhoeven  Daor l.r.jd..‘u!.!lj_l!
Betsie - Miet - Toon - Mien - Ton-te

Verhoeven family (circa 1961)

| was also told by, Toon (age 82), how he ran to the
burning wreckage with his mother (Theodora or
Door) to try rescue my uncle and the crew but also
had to withdraw because of the heat and
exploding ammunition.

Painting of the Verhoeven family home at Meuwelweg 3

As a result of the crash, cracks appeared in the
walls of the Verhoeven farmhouse and several
windows were broken. The insurance company
subsequently paid 1400 guiders to compensate for
the damage.

The Verhoeven family were also present when the
wreckage was recovered in 1977. They gave me
copies of the newspaper articles from the time.



Later, while in Oosterbeek on Sunday morning
attending an outdoor church service at the
Airborne Cemetery, Betsie and her son, Marcel
Steenbeck made a special trip to present me with
a large gear wheel from Rdaurice’s plane that
Marcel had recovered from the buried wreckage
in 1977.

. g 4
Local school children from Oosterbeek lay flowers at each grave at
the airborne cemetery every September.

, Fea e {
With Betsie and her son Marcel at the airborne cemetery
Oosterbeek (2014)

The Verhoeven family sat down after my visit to
discuss what they recalled and produced a
combined witness statement - attachment 15.

The Smolenaer brothers.

The Smolenaer brothers, Jan (age 83) and Toin
(age 82) were also eye witnesses and told me how
they were working the field as young boys with
their stepfather digging potatoes and saw the
plane crash only a few hundred meters from
where they were standing. They ran to the crashed
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plane but had to lie in a ditch for over an hour
while the wreckage burned and the ammunition
exploded. They said that German troops chased
them away as they searched for the three airmen
that had parachuted out.

A

Toin and Jan Smolenaer (circa 1943)

Significantly, from their vantage point they saw
Maurice in the cockpit as he pulled back on the
controls of the plane and it skipped over the
Verhoeven house, lost airspeed and crashed into
the field about 100m on the other side.

They also believe that Maurice was possibly trying
to “bellyland” the burning aircraft into the field.

They were both adamant it was a very brave thing
to do and that if the plane had hit the house it
would have almost certainly killed the entire
Verhoeven family of seven.

This account by the two Smolenaer brothers of the
aircraft pulling up at the last minute to avoid the
Verhoeven house and then hitting the ground hard
and catching fire is consistent with the 1944
statement of the navigator, Jock Hume, who said
that after he parachuted out he “saw the aircraft
hit the ground at an angle of forty-five degrees. It
immediately burst into flames" - attachment 1.



With Toin and Jan Smolenaer (2014)

Like the Verhoeven family the two Smolenaer
bothers sat down together after my visit and made
a written statement of where they were standing
and what they witnessed - attachment 16.

The Smolenaer family (Jan and Toin —front)
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The village windmill.

| was very moved because | was told that Maurice
and the other airmen have been “adopted” by the
village of Vorstenbosch. Jan Smolenaer who
witnessed the crash as a young boy is the
custodian of the historic windmill and puts it into
a special "mourning  position” each year in
September as a tribute all the airmen. | was told
it's an old village custom when someone dies in
the town.

.

Sculpture bf the miller outside Vorstenbosch windmill — A tribute to
Toin and Jan Smolenaer’s father was kilied in the 193('s.

The village windmill is very special to the
Smolenaer brothers because their father was hit
o the windmill and killed in the 1920 and the
bronze sculpture at the front is in honour of him.

Molen “Windlust”

Vorstenbosch village windmill in the "mourning position'
September 2014



Local school children.

The local school children arrived on their bikes
with their teacher to meet me and present me a
very special gift. It was a book of small paintings
they had done in class on the war and what it
meant to be free. | gave them an Australian flag
that | had been given by my local MP Darren
Chester together with a picture of Maurice that
will now take pride of place in the school.

The children kept referring to my uncle and the
other the airmen as their "liberators". It's very
significant to them and they all knew about it and
wanted to meet me and thank me. | was told by
their teacher that Maurice and the other airmen
had been “adopted” by the school and they study
them each year.
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commander of the Dutch airbase and Brigadier Bill Sowry.

The ice-skates.

In a quiet moment, the commander of the Dutch
Air Force, Chief Warrant Officer Gerard Veenhuis
introduced me to Ties van der Heijden (age 78).
Ties asked if | would like some pieces of Maurica's
aeroplane. | was "gobsmacked” to think that some
still existed. The pieces of aluminium he gave me
are parts of the wing struts of Maurice’s plane.
They were cut into children's skates by his father
in the winter of 1944-45 and he used them as a
child.

| was deeply moved by this generous gift and the
thought that amid all the destruction of war and of
all the possible uses that valuable metal could be



put to around a farm that his father chose to make
some of it into ice skates for kids to have some fun.

Significantly the winter of 1944-45 was known as
the “hungry winter”in Holland, Owver 20000 peopls
starved to death after the German troops
retreated and took everything with them and
flooded farmland to stop the allied advance so
people were unable to grow food and were
reduced to eating tulip bulbs.

"~ Ties van der Heijden with the ice-skates his father made him in
1945

Sister Emmanuel.

One of the people | met in Vorstenbosch was from
the local church and she told me about Sister
Emmanuel who with some other nuns took the
bodies of Maurice and the other airmen from the
smouldering wreckage to be buried at a small
nearby town called Nistelrode, It's nice to thinlk
they were laid to rest by the nuns who would have
said a prayer for them. They did this only a few
hours after the plane crashed. The Smolenaer
brothers and Verhoeven family saw this happen
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and confirmed this story with me. They also said it
would have been a very dangerous thing to do in
September 1944. The area was occupied by
German soldiers looking for the three airmen that
had parachuted out and who were being hidden
by the Dutch resistance in a nearby church. There
was also a strict night curfew in place. Sister
Emmanuel looks pretty formidable ... | certainly
wouldn't tangle with her ... so | suppose the
German soldiers gave her a wide berth too.

Sister Emmanuel taken in January 1972. Posing as she would have
appeared on her bike in 1944.

The Dutch Resistance.

| was introduced to Professor Harry van Kessel. It
turned out he was a classmate of Jan Smolenaer.
His father, Bert was the manager of a local
cooperative mill and sexton of the St Lambertus
church and was responsible for maintenance of its
buildings and the surrounding graveyard so he had
an exemption from the 24 hour curfew.

',.;qgi”'.-,-;‘,:_,-ﬂ/‘// -
rofessor Harry Van Kessel whose father Bert was in the Dutch
resistance (left) with Toin Smolenaer (right).




.
Bert van Kessel with his wife and family after the war.
Harry, the eldest son standing in the middle.

Harry said his father Bert van Kessel was part of
the Dutch resistance that hid navigator Flt Sgt Jock
Hume and the bomb aimer Flt Sgt Nicholas
Gascoyne in the church from the Germans. Bert
brought them food during their stay and helped
arranged for them to be smuggled back to England
via Brussels.

The airmen were attended by doctors while at the
church.

By this stage, collaborators were being rounded up
from the area by the Dutch resistance and held at
the church. Their fate is unknown.

St. Lambertus church in Vorstenbosch was built in 1932 and was
where the allied airmen were hidden.

Harry said he remembers the airmen as a boy and
showed me some falsified identity papers. The
papers were all in Dutch and impossible for me to
read and he spoke little English.
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Professor Harry van Kessel pointing to the hiding space in the roof
of the St. Lambertus church tower where airmen Gascoyne and
Hume were hidden in September 1944. The room houses the
bellows for the church organ.

Meanwhile, the flight engineer, Sgt David Evans
was rescued by the van Hintum family near
Nistelrode after he parachuted out. He had been
knocked unconscious and injured in the jump. He
was taken next day on the back of a motorbike to
St Lambertus church in Vorstenbosch to join up
with his colleagues before returning to England -
attachment 12.

The van Hintum family from Nistelrode were involved in the rescue
of the flight engineer, Sgt David Evans and his transport to
Vorstenbosch —attachment 12.
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Laying a poppy wreath and
presenting a plaque.

The Australian defence attaché, Bill Sowry was
fantastic and looked splendid in his bkrigadier's
uniform. Bill said the airmen's prayer and the ode
(see inset) as we laid a poppy wreath.

Hugh Brodie was educated at Melbourne High School, and
then the University of Melbourne, where he gained a B.A.
(Hons). Prior to World War Il he taught at Sale High School
and then Melbourne High School. He joined the RAAF in

September 1940, and was sent to Britain, where he trained A small ceremony at the crash site with the Deputy Mayor, Rien
Wijdeven and Bill Sowry near the crash site

as a navigator. He was posted to 460 Squadron RAAF in
Februarv 1942 but was subsequently killed whilst on
operations near Dusseldorf on 3 June, 1942. His poem 'An
Airman's Prayer' was found among his personal effects after
his death.

Almighty and all-present Power,
Short is the prayer | make to Thee,
I do not ask in battle hour

For any shield to cover me.

The vast unalterable way

From which the stars do not depart
May not be turned aside to stay
The bullet flying to my heart.

1 ask no help to strike my foe,

I seek no petty victory here,

The enemy | hate, | know

To Thee is also dear.

But this | pray, be at my side

When death is drawing through the sky,
Almighty God, who also died

Teach me the way that | should die.

The ode:

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

(Audience responds) We will remember them.

With Brigadier Bill Sowry - Australian defence attaché from
London —overlooking crash site

The Deputy Mayor laid flowers on behalf of the
community.

Purely by coincidence a WW2 Dakota bomber flew

overhead as we held the small ceremony at the

edge of the field. The aircraft was in Arnhem for

the 70th anniversary commemorations and was

practicing parachute drops. A perfect segue.
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The brass plaque | brought with me from Australia
was taken on the day by the local Deputy Mayor,
Rien Wijdeven. He was thrilled and said that the
occasion had put Vorstenbosch on the map -
attachment 18.

The community subsequently held a special
ceremony on 10 December 2014 to mount the
plague on the wall of the council chambers.

The Mayor, Marieke Moorman also wrote a letter
of support to the Australian Government for
Maurice to be considered for a posthumous
bravery award - attachment 17.

f
o

Laura van Herpen- from the local mun/apalit of Bernheze

Jan Smolenaer with Deputy Mayor Rien Wijdeven — 10 December
2014

The actions of the council clearly serve to highlight
that the bravery of allied airmen in WW2 is still
very significant to people in the Netherlands and
the crash site of Mlaurice’s plane is especially
important to the community of Vorstenbosch.

Special meeting at Vorstenbosch - 10 December 2014

School children with the Deputy Mayor and the Australian flag |
gave the school.



Jan Smolenaer with the Marieke Moorman, Burgemeester (Mayor)
of municipality Bernheze at the special ceremony to mount the
plaque I left in Holland

Other local people | met.

There were a considerable number of people that
facilitated my visit to Vorstenbosch.

Apart from those | have already acknowledged Mr
William van der Donk warrants a special mention.
I made initial contact with him with the "oeold
letter” sent to his address in July 2014
understanding it to be the crash site. He rang me
in Australia a few weeks later and became my first
key contact. It was the breakthrough | needed. It
turned out his house was wrongly identified in the
German internet webpage as the location of the
crash but he helped me identify the correct
location and arranged the community meeting.

With William Van Der Donk, Miet Verhoeven, Gerard Veenhuis.
Mrs Katja Sanderse and her family now own the
house at Meulwelweg number 3 where my uncle’s
plane crashed. The old Verhoeven house which
was builtin 1931 has since been demolished and a
new home built on the site.
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Katja helped arranged the school children's visit
and made her home available for the afternoon
tea with the local community. Her kitchen window
overlooks the crash site and | gave her a photo of
Maurice.

Katja Sanderse and Brigadier Bill Sowry (highly decorated for his
role in East Timor)

With Katja’s children

Afternoon tea at Katja’'s house



The current owner of the farmland where the
plane crashed is Mr Jan Timmermans. He told me
he appreciates the significance of the site as a local
war memorial.

Betsie and Toon Verhoeven with the current owner of the land
where the plane crashed - MrJan Timmermans (Centre)
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Airbase Volkel — Typhoon Museum.

Later in the day, Chief Warrant Officer Gerard
Veenhuis escorted me to the Royal Dutch Air Force
base at Volkel which is nearby to view some of the
wreckage from Maurice's plane. The airbase
houses the small typhoon museum which is run by
volunteers.

About a dozen people from the village came too.

After signing through security at the gate we were
greeted by a squad of Dutch airmen standing to
attention and saluting outside the front of
museum.

Of over 6000 aircraft shot down in Holland in the
war they have the bent propeller and other pieces
of the wreckage from his plane on display. They
were recovered in 1977 when the farmland at the
crash site was being levelled.

Display panel at Typhoon Museum about the crash. A small
painting (top right) was given to the museum by Sergeant Evans in
the 1980

| also learned that flight engineer, Sgt David Evans,
one of the airmen that parachuted out of the
plane, had been a regular visitor to the museum
up to the 1930°s and provided some of the
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material for the display panel in the museum
including commissioning a painting of the a Short
Stirling bomber.

Survival mirror — LK548

A bent propeller blade from Maurice’s Short Stirling Bomber

The museum curator, Peter Truren presented me
with a very special gift. It was part of the mainring
bearing from the engine of Maurice's Short Stirling
Bomber. The museum had polished it up and
mounted it in a wooden box. In return | gave the
museum a photo of Maurice to put with the
propeller and the display panel.



Being presented with the main propeller engine bearing from
Maurice’s plane by Peter Truren.

Part of th'eh main propeller bearing

The museum curator also gave me several folders
of key documents relating to the crash of my
uncles plane. Many | had not seen before
including:

s Photos of other parts of the plane that
have since been recovered

s Copies of telegrams to my family in
Australia about Maurice (also available on
the national archives)

s A letter from my grandmother Annie May
McHugh (dated 6 May 1945) seeking
information about her son.

s Correspondence about the recovery of the
bodies and reinterment to Groesbeck in
1949.

The day ended in the officer's mess for some nice
cold Dutch beer and hot Dutch food.
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The media coverage.

Nick McCallum from Channel 7 news in Melbourne
had already made a story about Maurice and my
pilgrimage before | left for Holland.

He went on to make a special trip to Holland to
follow the story and arrived in Amsterdam on
Thursday afternoon 18 September and left on
Friday night.

He produced two stories which were aired on
national TV in Australia, one on the Saturday night
news and another for the “Sunday Frogram” to
mark the 70% anniversary of the crash -
attachment DVD 18.

https://au.tv.yahoo.com/sunrise/video/watch/25
086303/remembering-an-aussie-hero/

Two local Dutch newspapers also covered my visit
—attachment 14.
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One of the three local newspaper articles
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Postscript.

The story of my uncle Maurice continued to
generate some interest even after | returned to
Australia.

Amongst the people who made contact with me
was a favourite secondary school teacher of mine,
Ralph Sinclair, who | hadn't seen for almost 40
years but he had seen the story on channel 7 news.

My old school teacher - Ralph Sinclair

I also had a phone call at work from Joyce Sherratt
from Melbourne. She heard the story on radio
3AW, where Nick McCullum is an announcer. She
is 91 years old and told me how she had gone to
Preston Primary School with Maurice and she had
later been his girlfriend. She sent me copies of
letters he had written to her while he was training
in Adelaide. We met for lunch and | was delighted
with her warmth and generosity.
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South Preston State School - grade 5 - 1933.
(Maurice front row third from left with Joyce Sherratt (centre -
white dress)
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With Joyce Sherratt and my cousins David and Michael Hedger -
Feb 2015

After | returned from Holland | was contacted by
email by Nick Thomson who is Sgt David Evans
grandson. He told me that David Evans had been
to Holland several times after the war to revisit the
crash site but sadly died in 2014. Nick sent me
some photos, documents and log books.

Amongst his grandfather's things Nick found a silk
blouse that had been made from his salvaged
parachute by one of the women in Holland who
saw the plane crash. It was a gift to Sgt Evans in
June 1964 when he returned to Holland.

Silk blouse made from Sgt David Evans parachute.



Time for reflection.

hly father, lohn McHugh, was Maurice’s younger
brother. He was also a RAAF pilot and died in 1971
when | was only young.

My fathers need for closure about what happened
Maurice in Holland has probably been the main
motivation for my perseverance over the years to
uncover his story.

At the outset | knew very little other than some
sketchy family recollections and what was
available at the Australian War Memorial. My
grandparents are no longer alive and most of the
key letters sent to the family have been lost.

Access to the historical documents on the
Australian  National Archives and other
information internet together supported by those
with an interest in the subject has enabled me to
fill out many of the details of what happened to
Maurice.

Discovering that Maurice refused a parachute and
continued to fly the burning plane to allow his
mates to parachute to safety was an unimaginably
brave thing for him to have done. He was only 21
year old.

But it's the human stories | have found most
touching. | was overwhelmed with the response of
the townsfolk of Vorstenbosch to my visit.

Meeting the surviving eye witnesses, the
Verhoeven family and the Smolenaer brothers was
particularly special. Listening to their chilling
stories, that as young children they witnessed
Maurice pull back on the controls of his plane at
the last minute to avoid hitting their home then
lose airspeed and crash into the ground in a ball of
flame had been very traumatic for them. The
Verhoeven family are convinced they are alive
today because of his actions and wanted to
personally thank me for his bravery and sacrifice.

It became clear to me during my day at
Vorstenbosch and even more apparent in the
weeks after that Operation Market Garden in 1944
is incredibly significant to the Dutch people and is
part of their modern cultural identity. It marked

their liberation after four harsh years of German
occupation during WW2.

The crash site and the actions of the Maurice
remain relevant to this day and represent an
important touchstone for the community. They
have commemorated these events for many years
and value its significance as a local war memorial
as evidenced by the village windmill being put in
the mourning position as a tribute in September.

The wonderful drawings done especially for me by
the local school children are a testament to the
significance they place on their freedom. I'm very
pleased that the Australian flag and photo of
Maurice | gave now takes pride of place in their
classroom.

More importantly, my visit created a human
connection and a unique link to Australia for the
local community. For the people of Vorstenbosch,
Maurice is now no longer just foreign airmen that
came from the other side of the world and died
trying to free them but he became a person, with
a family and a face.

Significantly, the local municipality responded by
mounting the commemorative plaque in their
council chambers and wrote a letter of support for
a posthumous bravery award for Maurice.

The bent propeller in the Typhoon Museum was
amazing to see and touch and the pieces of
Maurice’s plane | brought back home including the
engine parts and ice skates | will treasure.

The national TV coverage exposed this story to so
many people and | am very grateful to Nick
McCallum from Channel 7 for his sensitive and
professional handling of the material about
Maurice.

Contacting Maurice’s two sprightly girlfriends
Dumell and Joyce who are now aged in their 90’s
here in Australia topped it all off.

There were so many wonderful people | met on my
journey of discovery. | never imagined when |
started that his story would be so rich and one that
just keeps on giving.



So now what?

| plan to write the Australian Government seeking
a review of the case for a posthumous bravery
award for my uncle Maurice.

The main reasons | believe that my uncle warrants
reconsideration for a bravery award are:

1. Maurice and the crew continued to bravely fly
their Short Stirling Bomber on its supply
mission into Oosterbeek even after it was hit
by flak and on fire.

2. On banking out to return to England the plane
was again hit by flak and the wing and fuselage
exploded into flame and Maurice ordered the
crew to abandon the stricken aircraft.

3. Significantly, Maurice refused a parachute that
was offered to him by the navigator Flt Sgt
John Hume to allow others of the aircrew to
escape the burning aircraft.

4. Maurice stayed at the controls of the stricken
plane flying for a further 50 km to the south
before crashing in a Dutch farm at
Vorstenbosch.

5. Eye witness accounts tell that Maurice
deliberately pulled back on the controls at the
last minute while trying to land, lost airspeed
and crashed heavily into a field bursting into
flame. His actions to avoid hitting the
Verhoeven family home saved the lives of a
family of seven people including five young
children.

6. Maurice's actions and the crash site still have
particular significance to the local community
in Vorstenbosch as evidenced by my visit in
2014 and by the letter of support from the
Mayor of the Municipality Bernheze.

7. Maurice was one of only 13 Australian airmen
killed in Operation Market Garden and |
believe that Australia’s small but significant
contribution to this historic WW2 battle
deserves better recognition.

8. When considered alongside other feats of
bravery that occurred such as Flight Lieutenant
David Samuel Anthony Lord, Royal Air Force,
who received the Victoria Cross in similar
circumstances only a day before on 19
September 1944,



Summary of key dates.

9 July 1923

Circa 1941

26 October 1941

27 February 1942

27 February 1942

25 June 1942

26 October 1942

5 February 1943

6 March 1943

April 1943 — 6 June 1944

7 May 1945

6 June 1944

June = September
17 September 1944

19 September 1944
20 September 1944

20 -24 September 1944

23 September 1944
24 September 1944
Feb 1945 — June 1945
1945

6 May 1945
15 June 1945

30 March 1950
December 1977

Born in St Kilda. Son of Augustus and Annie May McHugh.

Educated and South Preston Primary School and Northcote High school.
Law Clerk = Rigby and Fielding, Melbourne.

Joins Air Force Reserve.

Joins RAAF (age 18 years 6 months).

4 Initial Training School - Victor Harbour, South Australia.

11 Elementary Flying Training School = Benalla, Victoria.

6 Service Flying Training School - Mallala, South Australia.

Graduates with “Wings™ as Flight Sergeant.

Embarked for England from Melbourne —arrives Halifax in April 1943.
Further flight training and conversion to Short Stirling Bomber and glider
towing.

Commissioned as Pilot Officer RAF.

Posted to 620 squadron on D-Day —Part of Operation Tonga.

25 Special Operation Executive (SOE) missions into France, 620 squadron.
Day 1, Sunday, Operation Market Garden, tow horsa glider into Arnhem from
RAF Fairford.

Day 3, Tuesday — Resupply mission to Arnhem.

Day 4, Wednesday —Resupply mission to Oosterbeek, shot down by flak.
Aircraft crashed at the Verhoeven farm at Vorstenbosch around 1700 hrs.
Maurice and rest of the crew killed.

Bodies taken to Nistelrode for burial.

Three airmen Hume, Gasgoyne and Evans make their way back to England
with help of Dutch resistance.

Telegram to McHugh family in Australia advising “Missing in Action".
Airmen Hume, Gasgoyne and Evans make official statements at RAF Fairford.
Various letters to and from air ministry trying to find out status of Maurice
Letter from FIt Sgt Nick Gascoyne to McHugh family in Australia giving his
account of the crash (letter missing).

Letter from my grandmother, Annie May McHugh, to air ministry with
reference to the first hand account from Flt Sgt Gascoyne.

Letter of confirmation of Maurice’s death,

Advice that Maurice's body moved to Groesbeek war cemetery.

Wreckage recovered from Verhoeven farm and parts taken to Airbase Volkel.



Attachments.

1.
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

Original statements from Gasgoyne, Evans and Hume —
September 1944

Telegram to McHugh Family - 23 September - 1944
Letter — 12 February 1945

Letter — 21 February 1945

Letter — 4 April 1945

Letter — 10 April 1945

Letter from Annie May McHugh — 6 May 1945

Letter 17 May 1945

Letter - 15 June 1945

. Letter — 8 April 1949
. Letter - 30 March 1950
. Account by the Flight Engineer, Sergeant Evans in Dennis

Williams Book (1980)

Two articles from Dutch newspapers about recovery of

wreckage in 1977

Three newspaper articles from my visit to Vorstenbosch in 2014

Statement from Verhoeven family — October 2014

Statement from Smolenaer brothers — November 2014

Letter of support Marieke Moorman, Mayor, Municipality of

Bernheze

DVD - with three TV news stories done by Nick McCallum from

channel 7 Melbourne:

¢ Thursday, 4 September 2014 - evening news - before |
departed for Holland.

# Saturday, 20 September 2014 evening news - after meeting
community at Vorstenbosch.

s Sunday, 21 September 2014 - “Sunrisa” program - longer
version

The plaque



Page| 39

Attachment 1 — Original airmen’s statements 1944

Lok

0.0. 295 3quadron, R.4.F,, RIVENHALL, b=

e 1139605 7/agt. dascome, W,

\

3ir,

I beg to subadt a Jeport regardingmy lata orews miafortune
met ot Holland on Sep. 20th, 1044 and on the preouned deabh of my
1ate pilat = Y0 Mouiugh.

ngutmmmmwmmmmt
managed to rsach the target and drop owr losd as briefod. On the
ran out, tha starboard wing ocsught fire sand contimisd to blase for
mﬂmmﬂnmdtnpmwmt. After Clany
mimafes of FLylng the ire brole out epein=this time mors fleroe than
bafore, and the arder to chbendon air
I, soting a3 Air Bombar of the orew was in the ne )
donsd my ohute snd opsned the macape hatoh, By thds time, the
Navigator was hurrying down the steps lesalling 10 tha nose
aloasly by the Plight Engineer, I stood by end watohed them both
gv« Following thewm as soon oe the oxdit wos eloar = I war tho laat
mambar to lsava,

' (n leeving the sdroreft I wea hit om the head and lost
sonsoicusness for several seconds bofors pulling my ripoord,
Canssquently T didn't witness what became of the airoraft after my
basty exit. The pavigator however, wetohed it spin down to sarth out
of control in a blase of flasme, The remainder of the orew wers s4ill

in ik, 20 I xan only surndae that they perished -~ thoy certainly did
unthl-mt

On recovering my senses after out I pulled my ripoord
and sailed gently down to earth from approx. ft, I discoversd that
I had laded shout 6 milasn H.K.E, of the villegs of UDON where T finally
gontacted both my Navigator apd flight enginesr, Hare T had my head
dresusd by a Iutoh dootor befors proceeding to the Headquarters of the
wsderground movonent who organised our pesssge to Brussels and so badk

to Englend,
1 sm, Sir, your chadisnt sarwvant,

Signod... N. Cascoyne P/Sgk.




N i 72

I was ¥light Engioser en Stirling eivoruft lNoJN.543 of
620 Squadrom, which toak off from 1,A.W, Staticn Pairford on the

On epproaching tho dropping sone intense {lak was
encomntersd at the height of 1500', The starboard adlercn wes set
alight, but 2/0 MCHIGH kept s straight oourse and 4id his utmodt to
drap tha supplias in the correot sred snd was suoossaful, During
the whole of this tiwe intense Flak was encounterad,

m‘l‘llli DaVa m ?rfﬂ'
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Repor: on ormsh lending of & irceall pilotsd by F/0. Wolugh
mﬂ!uthﬁﬂlﬂ-- 19564,

I P/sgh. Dame, was Navigator of the alrcraft ospteined by P.0.
which was shot down on the sbove date,

An wa spprosched the target ares we were hit by flak but as the
airoraft was atill under cantrel we cantinued with the run-up

and dropped our load, On leaving the target we were onoce sgein hit end
a firo stacted in the starbosrd wingtin, Aftar a few secomdin tnis
sppesTed to go out, We flew on courss for approximalely five
winntes when the atarbomrd wing was completely evelovsd in flswe,
Firs also started in the fuselage. TWhen the pilot sow this he gave
the emergenoy Jump oxder. I wos thoe Piret te laava the alraralt,
which wes then approximately at 1000 feet, followed closely by the
enginesr and air-bomber, The pilot rafused his pacactute when 1t
waa offered to him,

lhmqrmmwmiianthmw:ﬂhhﬂupuﬂnma@lu
of Porty-five degress, Tt immsdiataly turst into flames. I only saw
twn other oimrbes in the sy, The Duich people who asw um bale oub
confirmed the Fact that only three shubes were seen to leave the
drara®s, e oouldn't examine the wreck bessuss the area in which
4% waa situsted wan held by the ehemy.

Henod, Joln 5. Hune,




Attachment 2 — Telegram 23 Sept 1944




Attachment 3 — Letter 12 Feb 1945




Attachment 4 — Letter 21 Feb 1945
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Attachment 5 —Letter 4 April 1945

" ' »,
HNo. @D sqml @

: ReddP. m.,mn
W’l 6208/1652/76/2 1.
. Bumn

Dear Mr-a. Motugh,

Adr Marshal Hollinghurst hes aliced me to write
%0 you about your mtiﬂluhm'thn Adr Marshal Tlew quite a
fow times.

I amafraid thet up to the pmesnt, I.cannot add
much 0 the lstter Wing Comendsr lse wrote 4o your husband last
September, sxaept that we mow lmow that thies of yo.xr son'as orew
ars asle, i

I:lgﬁtmﬂ. _'...-ﬁl’lilmﬂnihhhmlnr
* foolings

. . Eatwthlmﬂﬂmmmmu
inforpation I shall do ad.

Yours very sincerely,
(Sigmed) G NTRE-PONELL,

- ! Wing w.t', Command 3
Apsssiv A mm._x.ﬁ R !
Mra. Molhgh, .

34 Breffna Strest,

Preston, NelBes

Vintoria, .
Ausatralin.




Attachment 6 —Letter 10 April 1945
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Attachment 7 - Letter from Grandma - 6 May 1945
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Attachment 8 — Letter 17 May 1945




Attachment 9 — Letter 15 June 1945
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Attachment 10 — Letter 8 April 1949
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Attachment 11 — Letter 30 March 1950

Page| 52




Page| 53

S>TTRLINGS

IN ACTION WITH THE
AIRBORNE FORCES

ALR SUPPORT FOR SAS AND RESISTANCE
OPERATIONS DURING WWII
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BTIALINGS Iy ACTTON wiTd Tl AIRDORNT ForcEs

Dl Foamy rovallcd:

On Wodneselay M0 Scotembier we wors nmsin roquiced to deliver eootaiers, byl
bewuise of poos weachor enndivions tds-oX was delaseld Tor twn o7 1hice
benns As we appeoachod Arabem fvm e southerty dircorsos the fal
appuearal muoeh heavier than the provous Joy. Treendiacy bullews ore int the
tre L il of U s barhocird seug setling ialigh and feom my position ia the
prrodee T eoold e the fames, | discusaod Gie exlot of the Lice with Tom
Wickers, Fhwe o sunner, woo gould view (e sedderdiile of the Wng i s
poeitodw the fwrne, We concurred evonmaily 1041 Lhe fire had Foon Dlewe Ll
1 the slipstcom Blimees later Twas monicabady Windsd by dust as g earnoy
shell pasrcer! the wooudss: Irame of the ast-sdams: within 2n ineh of oy ooe 1
wats shocked to e e ths my positan Bad beon staddled by vannen five whirth
Bac muds= very e Dudas sbew 18 inches 3t in e oor of the comparts
ol NS st hawa Tpipesned just a5 tha bonslwarour nleased the consing s
e o army colbmgac worg pushing aur fhe Tadans W (ken clinthed and
wezy hewding south for hare, when we wene again ki, This Cits it v m
REmm ghel that wenr rhecial o s petzal cask o the gierbound wing,
fortnmalely without explicling Feaw the hole appaar i e wizk, holowsd
islanthy by g founlin of high-octane fuel wasch bacaime » roering joo of fire,
Within sweonds the e wer nsids the airceft My plol-sivesd e
eatiiginishior had 0o effec e | laes e amymalt was doomis

I picked up oy parachiote pseck and ehipped it astr mv hareezs ae 1 omele e
way [orwani| o the weape hasch i (he bomb aimieg comprrtent. Juck
Llome, the navigalor, was aliead o me anel | Bclped ©im ro remiove Lis Folpoet
as he made Tiv way down the stiops inte the bomb-siaung Sormparinear, As
Mick s, he wentb-aunes, opensd the harch the navigster wem oo bis
WAy, 1 bz olliecd by mevzell. Fonfishls | went owt fzef s, clasping 1ho no
cited haodie which T pufled when [ el [ was olsae of i doamsd airceal], As
the pataciie pock onemed it caught my elin with such foree w Lo fender mo
utearacions By (he Bme T oregaisad couscicianes T had bt Lae grovad; and
was surncilghal by shont o dozen peopls, twe of wham suppurled me gz 1
stacd up: | o RAT blue sarflediess which bt aroised and “aded, looked
similar o Chenman figl zrey. The first question asked of we by a JEmg
Englich-spabing nil wae *Are vou Luglsll | repiend Yes' and coguined if she
was Dhutes, toowlieh thisy all shaok their beads, | hen thoweht 1 had Tancod
Aress 198 Fardes i Germcmey, bt they hiad syl I ad azsked o they wee
Deewlech', then windd fir Gumman, When | finall coalised whe caey were | ook
ok macker of "Playery” cigareliss which fimaly winched my tationality. | owas
izn faken acress @ B0 o a farmhonss awd reado w6t ot o rabic o soie
fondd, The lind farmer 2 his wile give s a heilod dockegg, sonwe el and
ammg ol lea. I my comcussed =iate | did o fee) hensry, Bt fak odiranit focal
Devauge ¢ the Tsspiabity shewn to mes Indeet, | bad o s 5 soond e i
wits ghad when s ovoenp e arrived an the Senhonse and anaounzed et e
wienld Lakz mie 10 the British Anry, A T oot op tow e whie ] looked 20l
thee rovomy aetdl s sevann] youn fhees mevers wind o and I the wirhe By onyscl]
that all the chiddeen wl T village had come topnas 81 (ke sirange Curacluitis.,
1t weaonly kang alter the woar was cvor Chst §lea st that the famer ) twenty
chiléren

Iat
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Bariey Owvien ARSEEM

Ch weeny minn whe had called Tor me was @ member of he reastaznae
organisation a9d ware an ccange band om iy slecve. He mounted his light-
weight molore and bade me g0 on the pillion, at the sune Gms S2n0ng me
the Cizrman nile e was garving, advisiys me o bemare of sepor. VOTv Sao0
v weate weating the vanguard o & colupan of Bratian tanks. and there was
hewtlderzier: on she faees o the soldiers ws they pooped oot of tleir terets, |
am sieve they did not aspect to ses an RAF sergeanl, vapless and with his face all
Feaoew, riding pillion oo ow wiieto e manecyele,

My destizazion, i largs huldicg bk o town all, was quidily redeiec and ag
| walked to the door T-oriced @ row of civilans, They had their hasls up
againsl the wall of tae buildims, wa (kat they comld be cascly seacchied, and Twis
ara athy tole dhal Uey wers collsboratess whom had heen zoundod up a5 s00n
as the Crermins el There bo grest e as Tentered the hall were my lwo [ellow
crow members, gaely Flzht Sergeans Hwoe and Goscoame, They werc
hipving culs and bouzses dliends’ 0 B some nursiong astars of a rehizous arder.
Teel: TTame was alimest unacathad nospite of Ce Gt bar his parachuee had
v sern al-aebed ro his heraess by ongstrap. Wit Gasoyne had a cut alove
an gve but etherwize was ir one pieve, ulthe. ol in g hrate he Fad lorgollen o
Lasten the side srrzps of #s pazachute bienoss, aod eould vealy heve faller ot
ot hurmiss, O b siolt coow members wa ware the only 1hCs [0 232900,

Ve lerrned el thoss who wers cipected Lo delver s fiom tho cnemy wire
i fael 17 HAF Repiment me and Ciels OO, 5 youna Flight Liw.snamt. They
were peelpying 3 Jargs howe on e eastern eutsk ms of e towa ef Llden
which we had armvad, [hey weleamed ws as remlvecamets and foond ns 4
athey prrny of weapons, sl wi were al' thres nmemed, Lrecall baag sanded
a revalve, but wis glad Gl s nol bave le g vense of it Some me during
Uaer wighat wer Suad @ wisit Frem oo Dtk allies who waze very keen to et L grips
with |he ericmy who had suppressed them for so long, Dulook thay were altle
disgusled willi us when we spezsted hat serhaps we should sl ool mors
help arrived The RAL Begineal gooup hac the task of arganieng the repate of
o loval smfield. s that = coull be 2soe as a forward bose e Szhler zrorell
Hlaving labien ol o7 tha sky so nnexpectecy we werd ill propanel e @iy cul
e simplest sh ulions, W7 with the help of our pewly loane ealleazaess we wese
skl 10 manlee onselves presentzble the follewing mormog, This was forraate
begause the Dhabi Dieotenand aunvomed that he aml the Wiree of us were
it ot 1o hreakfast wizth the Undengrouud beidlers frr the doorricl.

W veers led fog bie henss, indead aansion, and braasfase wie served g
Tarmz voam which had wadows epening a1:1 orio & gesden with 2 stream . the
Iwatleans. ANl T can wemember of the maal after all these vears s that we were
served with a e wlass ol g, acd no donbt we dank teasts Lo all our allies,
ar il lewst pretenced —o drink, becanse the drizk was nor entively tomy Lasle 2
gich an vanly Loy After the nzal we all wont out ante o beloeny overlookizga
seuare whee o large crowe had guibersd, amd then proceeded to cheer us.
Fuoseniss wee excheneed such ms Dutd amd Luglslicoiss, butbons, msignias,
Lrovets and postearils, Whils, we were baing feted by the newdy liberated towns-
folk, o Uden, our eesiscanee Tiendy were bosy aranging L evicuals us te
Cinchueen aod co Fome o Trglanil. One problecs thet mernmy wis Uit
ransz soulh wes being sheled by ensmy amillers, bat by aoout 200pm iowes
aonsidersd sule Tor vz to leave. A laspe Chevrolal v suivsd, crivan by 2
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STIRLIMGS I ACTION WITH 1 HR & QUORNE FaRens

hezvly-somed Ohange man wha announecd be aad bis cellzaeve would ke us
fi Eindleven,

The janrney wes not casy because e lad (o mms e o way 2gninst = tice of
Hnii:k Army wehiclas that wore surging owards Sijuwesn alonyg just ome
avdilab'c road. Ne heave wus the e ffie tha some vebazles were nsing 1he ficlds
alonpaide as salra tracks. | ha soryside was lrtered with slel ord ang sdll-
rurning corpees abf cows and horses. spliniened [reds, Brear et tanks wod
vehinlas, Thore were also avwly-dup graves, marked by (e Lelmels of deac
CILTmiens,

As wi armived m Lindhosen one licsd sight was of <he PLilips Vaclory, then
onlr a fzughal myss of steel Fders, We weore tehen o one of the ow intact
i, wiich was being used a2 ithe headgnarters o Uie Doleh Resistames in
the arza, Chur comsanmenns were macde 1o band over their weapens, mnch Ly sl
divpsl. and <old ta sofurn howe, Aller o Jew QUEsTm Wit wire silen 1o a
covilian lonry ol the type waed ror carcying Lav aod stcaw, Uha deck ol i larry
was alrcadly acoupiad by o procp o Amencar glider pilots who had liaded s
the Girave ane. Mipregen bridges. We joined thern and aer 3 want [ suene
e Aancriedn Stragglers W ware oo way to Brosscls, Thore we arever
ut the Hoel Auglciorne, just as the Savlipght Caded, snd bade theewe] o our
Asencen allies. The Bzl twn trocesded re take el g2 ul uLr immediars
needs. The feod vurpriced some atrncig o3 caplured German “eraatz’ ativns, se
Lelne woing o aleep we decided Lo sl soms Balprm food and deml. Mancy
wits 10 piobler, wa whil lirtle Dutch noney we ket 7een pves vas crotph o
alluw us 1o sample some Belwan beor. We ware nrade sey seleome in o Axr
Poree bloe woiloimms, which corrastal wioh tiz khaki of allthe other uniforms
Lo beseer v newdv-Lberated Brussels. Athanph the loed at the Anplerzrme was
bad, e buds were comparatvely uxoous. Alter braakfas tramspart to the
airlichd wis ar-anped sl belose larg we were aboasd an RAT 1 TOTA, EUL
feehivn a lille appochensive witkoul parachutes. The Tight oo Loplund was an-
everliul, one frolow passengers teing other RAD giroresr who T spert various
periods ol e in hiding afrer being shol down oves seeapiad Barope. They
thoughl vs vars fortopate. balng ahhe o cscape so sasily.

Onariival at Northalt we wene usherad throuph Cnctoany with nothing
tiche. enr dishevelled stule smongh tn mdicate our stmtis. My Fattledress
slevve was Lom, my f2es eaceed be sours of the parschule steegs, and iy G
wes miss ro Nk had a nosy sash abovs s lelt eve, wrl an Dig ey wass
frocng gachboots. he BALY aotborities oo Warthal? ssued us with ravel
WATEATE 300 wo Cauglil Lhe Lube ta Poddicgton ralwny stabos whore we had
s wlt fon o teie to Bacdord vie Oxfond. iz pave mz an eppartunity Lo
wlenbare homwe  my mather answzrce and vou can imaging the S0y thara was
to learn T was safe. She 1ad saeavad o blepram, snnons sy that iy ancrall
had laild to return, but thal there was a chzoee (hat T wes alve and Lu
Sapuivils

Wizt tha las ta lear Oxford to Taidfoud gud meporled ‘o the puard:
rooie about midmgk], to be told e u now erew ked makon oy bulel, and tha
v should repwt to the swk-brsy. Thaz follown g worning we enjaved 4 slocpo
Dafore we were visted S oons OO, Wing Commander Loe, whin wis Ty
anxions o learm abuul G siluarion aver Acaben, sioge he was oo oo the
mext oparalon Lidle did bz vealise Doz thar he alan wonld Becume g cisas ty
by criach lavdiag. Lale wo wers debriafind sud then collsotan o o)
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effvions which b been impensdesd, (his weing nermnl procedurs when orows
wonl missimne on operdiions. Oocsonday 2 Sepleoeber we collecbed legva onsses
Al e o ear woey porll e en o Simeee saloon car sl by Jock Hoee 1
drewve it as far as Banpgoeon-Diee whese Jock’s siclitiend lived. On senchiog
Bangar | then hitched a ift zowards hoome and evertvally umived o Buthin e
ot Tavod aucs,

By theevening ol 20 Sepaemibear, the Gartle of Aonemewsa 2l b loet since the Tt
al e eallan, dedepdars al te coad bodee biacl oorhe food nor anuopoition left,
The felleawing masnirz thoy wers overwhelmed ns Genman tanks mosed cortheurds
acrrss the micze, Meanwlalz, the troops withiz the sheaking perinsler arcund (s
Lst A bgeoc Divisonmal HOP recizined coder heewy firg,

For ke BAF, 21 Sepooraber T ernad e o b hee st Cisasioons day of
Opecaiton Murket', Besupply doops wers Uown in Tour wescs, and alitloogsh
frhtersescartad the firs? ard seeord woves, those asaigred as cover for (e dard zndd
Fnth veen ek v e goondl o ing ro e weaather over their kases, Armong the
Tnzecortes Lrakotas and Stirlings wrore ter wiserafl frons 150 Sopecivon, sl eloen
from 020 Sgoadron, waich had waen ol tom Folond just after middas Owvar
Ohalend, comditicns wene mwrky, T go cvervasl sky, but i bl preved 1o
sevezl miilss i The Arabem ares, nedes s 2500 clind base, Omee agasn, e ek
veils Lienae ol aeouegle,

Jine Blaishall vocalcd,

e gext Sight to Ambens was o 2 Septens ter A5 tha Frarfind siner (T waers
starting to taxd ol the srmoeurers resoriel o shorb crsut inmy homb-racks. se
T wes helad ope T =00 Dospuesdd v o chowpr with theg sbresun Toal e O drgve Oude
the mamway 24zad and sopped me frona solling, T bad beon decided tha 1
would tendzeves with g Dakata sgoacogs cver Tindhoss whers ws womid
Fagwes Uhie coer ol s Thaerd e bl b wome for oug zu-in b Aoonleso, orng
the trip to Cindhoyen everyling seeriead soomnal and Toincled theoe swailog L
13aks they setived Bor rueee were So fehoers, 951 ook up o posildon cheed of
thear sidd svaeler vy o=, Ehns 130 was on the front fown of a large Qouss
wlich apparcuily was sbaot all s 200 hebd Twthe way i one did it requics
i homb atmer to map modas the ol ol boening SHirlieas seal Pubalas e ol
the way, The DF seemed 10 be sumomndsd, wiiz Lz Deoman tanss nsing heo
SR anb ol g The weere lotding e ovd Teven siow Germon soldior:
Bk nud tress with Schmezizeers and they too sere hisling us, Leoking hack |
cocld see e Daks takins an awfol pasting and ore whick was o fire, held
covrse unidl fis erew ad poshed s theis paeaiers cser the 190 and then o
erashed 1 Oumess Ancotbe Tk Toepod e Tose el e gome meae st wnte the
ract af 1 louse.

Wil oall e Sehter strengrh available an the conlierl T Eiok thi some.
by had b Gupen di P v did et sce oy Fizndly Hgheses ancd it appeated
that :he muin stoeam, wlich T el Twsmm cheleower T Joinieg, bad man inte
fighters from Deslen, o Ceermpn bass post aoris of Arnher dnd 2o olass 45l
thiy coddd abncat shoot us down as they did drouits of ther sssn Gield
Fortupately, thay wers all refaclbng when wee came o,

Thsre wone seowe 5l hioles o murarrssascang §think ey e counizd Leeg
Findred BuTlel bules, Lul the lowr cusines copt trming as we razed homea. AL
ane aage. T loeeed back amd saw Al Booodzag, ous Cight ecgmeasr, janpmng
fiom sde o sde, dodsine shrapoel ds 1 came throngh Ui Qoo aod sides —

16T
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Attachment 14 — Dutch

newspaper articles 2013
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Schaatsen als herinnering na 70 jaar
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Attachment 15 — Verhoeven family statement

VERKLARING VAN KINDEREN WVERHOEVEN [MEUWELWEG 3 — VORSTENEOSCH)
STATEMAENT OF CHILDREN VERRUEVEN s WWELWES 3 - VORSTENEOSTH)

Op wasnsdaprricdag M september 1484 kaam
togen visr LUs een viegtulg vaniit Ret noordsn
aangevliogan richting de boc-cerd] var ce famile
Yerboaven. Hel vlizghuig vioog op mog pesn derllg

Wednesday Septemiar 20, 1944, it airmest fow
gtk i e aftesnoon winen an airplone carme flying
Jriveet s iarthy towearcs the form of the Varhaeyen
Famdiy. Tae plane wos al o heghtof barely thity

meter hongie. Op de onderstzande plttegrond 1sdo maters, O the mop below e trojectory of the

baan ven hat vieptoke aangepeven doos ecn rode
lijn. e bozrder] van Rerus en Door Yerhoeven en
hun wiff kinderen staat i oe kruising van de
Benwaterg en de Brakkesedijk (aksonder 5 het

gircroft i ndicated by o red line. The farm of Bovtus
und Do [Fheadara) Vertoeues and their five
chitdren is of the intarscetion of the Metraeiveg ao
Rrakkesedific fhattom BT in the peliow sounral,

pelevierkant), Tegenuver de boerder | aan de apders  dnpestte the farmhonse on the ciher st of the
kant van de Brackesedijk was de bles bweide (geel
rendje), wear de was in de 2on werd gelege om te
balig ke

Betsy (4 jaar) was ve e bleekwcide aan hiet halpen
met ket hinnenbalen vam deowas, Zoowaren daar met
#a'novier mensan aan hebwerk, wagronder moedsr
Coor en waarschijnlgk hulp ke lie Donkess 2ljzlen
bzt vl eptuls sankomen vanuit ca richhing Mulslods
ifeilerstraat), de fivkervieuge! staat helemaal in
araad. Op het moment dat 22 hotvlisptuip rien,
slazn ze cp devlucht richting Mistelrmeedadik naar
e | rans Verhoeven, dig aan het clad ven de
Wleuwshwer aan o Bl olodos e dijk vwooii.

Brakkesedift was the bleschfietd fyalisw circlel,
where laundrye ws gid In the sun Lo wihiten,

Leisp (5 vears) was a0 the oloooifisid helning wilth
pickinm o toe lounary.  They were there vith obout
frer pecpie to veark, dncliSg et Door ano
probrbly Neilie Donkers, the dormestic Relp. They see
the plore roming from the diresiion of Wislelods
{dchtersiroot), the laft wing o surrounded with fire.
The momont they see the plane, thew Hee tawards
the Nistelrodesedift to Uncle Frans verfneven, wio
fves of e end of the Meraelweg i the
MNistelrodesedijr

Page| 63



riget {10 jaar), Micn (9 jaar], Tannic (T jaar) en Toon
{bjazr: hebben ook allemaal het vliegtuig brandend
ann zien komen en uiteinielijk Jen nearsionan. 31
weten gich rigl meer te herlnneren wat 2i] ap dat
rrnenrrsearat wan bt doen weasen o wiaar 20 oxack

dizrenaan het vooren,

Fat vlisgtuig vioop heel lap over de Rrakke sedijk en
ower e bleekweide. Het viiegtulg maakte aen bocht
en kwam vaor de boerderij asn de ancere kant van
de Meuwsiweg teracht In 2an adker, kart bij con
inmigcels verdws sen hasrand. Erwas oon caplosie
en e vaeedds cen brand. Cen des| ven de bosrand
claré ook in brand. Migmand heett pezien dar bt
wliggtuis nag con oprrekizencs baweping heefl
pemaaki.

Cagevear oon uur na hot noerstorten wargn besee ol
dric nonnen uit Yorstertbosch ler plekike om ce
lickizmen wit het wrek te kalan, Betsy anrmaedrr
Coor 7ijn toen nog kol (ca, 25 meter) van het wrak
gaan kijkan an zagen de krater die antstasn was.

Miemnand herlanert 2ieh of or na hot noersterien
lteors 2iin goweest bij el yliesleiwrak. w'sl
wilen e dat er tidens de bevrijding, sorie lijd later,
Engclse parachutisten gelind «inop de bleckweide
an dat er Lngelse militairen mst tanks grpost hebben
bij fiun boesderij Wan me soleatan kregon de
kinderen koeljes.

Afs gevolo van het nearstarten van hot vilogtuig
crrstorcen ar scheursn oo murchvan ce
koerder] en sneuvelden erverschillends ramen, Og
varsokering noett daarna nog 1400 pulden
citpekeerd om de schade Lo vergosden.

Mies (10 yeare), Miss (9 years), Torric (7 yoors) and
Toaran { peecaes) el Fenve seen Bhe burming plans Aring
tawards Hhem ond cvonteally crosh it the grosrd.
They donot rermemoer whul ey were doing ot the
time ar wnars Hhey vere exactiv ot Lhal roonenl
Fother Bertus wors geobobly inside She for holiding
o feed the oofimals,

Thie pinne fiew vary low cver tho Drakgesediik aad
olar e Bleochiieis. The miome e @ fuem ang
crasted on the ather side rf the Mewweiweg,
appasite af the form in g fleld, clase bo g now
warnisfed sdrfg of fovest, Thers was on caplosion o o
Fire rnged. Pl of Be forest was ofso on fire. Nebody
hids soon Goy ugvward movements of the plane.

About an hedr after the Aemsi tThore were tuid o
three muns fries Varitonbasch 1o recrieve the Bodies
from the wrockage, | hen Betsy anid modher Qoo liod
7 quick fook rear fainas! 25 winds) the weockege ang
eirey sowe b crades Hnl wias crogied,

Metody con recoll thot they fuve seen German
soidiers ot the wiesok site. Lhey remember thiel durfng
the fiheratian, o caupie of doys lnler. British
paratraanets fomded o e bleashifog, They aiso
remember thent British soldfzes wers pesting with
favnkes pusied G thefr form, [he wds ol cookies fronr
the soldiars,

A% o resull of the glone crash arsees arase inthe
wolls of the firmbouss and severs! wingduws were
froken. The Fasurames subsequently by podd 1400
quiledzes to componsore the dominge.
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Opgetekend door Marcel Steenbakkers d.d. 28 oktober 2014 uit monde vare:

whel Vogels — Verhosven
_Dudedijk 30 A

Ddilizpes]

Geboren; 24 sepiember 1933

-
Mlimn van den Heuvel —verhoeven
Dirtherseaeg 35
Siga vE Mistelrode
Geboren: 28 scoptember 1934

Tonnbe van da Schans - Yerhoeven
Bergarraat 1

5375 KK Peeh

Gehoran; 6 mel 1937

Toon Verhoeven
Histelrodesedijh &
547G V| Worstenbosch
Geboren: 18 epril 1938

Betsy Steenbakkers — Verhoeven
Bolstweg 18

napd TC Maraheide

Geboren: 2% mei 1939

0
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Attachment 16 —Smolenaer brothers statement

Statement from the Smolenaer brothers — received November 2014

Beste Peter,

Hier een verhaal van twee jongens uit VVorstenbosch
,toen 11 en 12 jaar oud ,die U willen vertellen wat

Zij hebben gezien op een Woensdagmiddag 20
September in 1944.

Op die middag waren wijop het veld voor de boerderij
van Jan Van Uden aardappelen aan het rapen.

Het was ongeveer 5 uur in de middag toen wij uit
Noordelijke richting ,dus vanuit richting Nistelrode
,een brandend vliegtuig zagen naderen.

Wij zagen mensen per parachute het vliegtuig
verlaten.

Maar volgens ons sprongen er iets later nog meer
mensen ,maar het vliegtuig was toen al zo laag ,zodat
ze door het vliegtuig werden meegezogen.

Het vliegtuig ,dat steeds meer hoogte verloor, kwam
recht richting de boerderij van Bertus Verhoeven , een
gezin van 7 personen.

Op het laatste moment is het de piloot, die dus niet uit
het vliegtuig was gesprongen,gelukt het viiegtuig iets
op te trekken,zodat het maar net over de boerderij
vloog.

De piloot heeft naar onze mening ,door zijn eigen
leven te geven, het leven van het gezin Verhoeven
gered.

Op nog geen honderd meter voorbij de boerderij is het
vliegtuig toen neergestort .

Wij waren op amper 200 meter ,zie situatieschets ,van
de plaats waar het vliegtuig neerkwam.

Wij zijn ,jong als we waren, en geen gevaar kende,
meteen richting het vliegtuig gelopen maar moesten
op ongeveer 50 meter van het vliegtuig in een sloot
dekking zoeken voor al de munitie die ontplofte.

De tijd erna gingen we elke dag even kijken naar de
plaats waar het vliegtuig was gevallen .

Wij hebben toen ook gezien hoe zuster Emmanuel , die
wij goed kende, de stoffelijke resten, een voet in een
schoen een hand ,en veel meer resten verzamelde in
een kist.

Wij zijn blij dat wij nu na 70 jaar aan U ons verhaal
nog kunnen vertellen.

Wij vinden dat de piloot van dit viiegtuig alleen al voor
deze heldendaad , die hij met zijn leven heeft moeten
bekopen,alsnog de hoogste onderscheiding heeft
verdiend.

Mede door het heldhaftig optreden van deze zeer
jonge Australische piloot kunnen wij al vele jaren in
vrijheid leven.

Dear Peter,

Here's a story of two boys from VorstenBosch , then
11 and 12 years old, who want to tell you what they
have seen on Wednesday 20 September 1944 .

On that afternoon we were on the field for the farm
of Jan Van Uden potatoes to the turnips.

It was about five o'clock in the afternoon when we
looked out toward the north, so from the direction
Nistelrode, a burning plane approaching .

We saw people leave the aircraft by parachute.
But in our little later jumped more people, but the
plane was already so low, so they were sucked into
the plane.

The plane, an increasing amount lost, came right
towards the farm of Bertus Verhoeven, a family of 7
people.

At the last moment it is the pilot, who had not
jumped out of the plane, managed to draw
something, so it just flew over the farm. Plane

The pilot, in our opinion, by giving his own life, the
life of the family Verhoeven saved.

The plane is less than one hundred meters past the
farm when crashed.

We were less than 200 meters, see situation sketch
of the place where the plane came down .

We are young as we were, and knew no danger,
walked straight to the plane but had about 50
meters of the aircraft in a ditch for cover for all the
ammunition exploded.

The time we went after each day’s look at the place
where the plane had fallen.

We then also seen Sister Enmanuel , whom we knew
well, the remains, a foot in a shoe by hand , and
much more remains collected in a coffin.

We are pleased to be able to tell you now after 70
years our story.

We believe that the pilot of this aircraft still has
earned. The highest award alone for this heroic act,
he had to pay with his life ,

We can live for many years partly due to the heroic
efforts of these very young Australian pilot in
freedom.

Finally MAURICE McHugh THANKS ON BEHALF OF
THE ENTIRE POPULATION OF VORSTENBOSCH

With cordial greetings from VorstenBosch

The Brothers Toin and Jan Smolenaers
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Tot slot MAURICE McHUGH BEDANKT NAMENS HEEL
DE BEVOLKING VAN VORSTENBOSCH

Met de hartelijke groeten uit Vorstenbosch

De Gebroeders Toin en Jan Smolenaers
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Attachment 17 — Letter of support

Forgeressatar SERNHEZE

Direclorate of Honowrs and Awards
CF2-1, Deparement of Defence

FL Bow 7552
CAMBERRA AT 2610
ALUSTRALIA 7 lamuary 2015
Your Ref DHA 147447926
VERZONDEN 0 7. g1, 15
Dear 5/ sadam

Pilot Officer Maurice McHugh [410858)

| wish to offer this letter of support on bahalf af the small community of Vorstensbasch in
the Netherlands towerds the recognition of this bravery of Australion Pilet Officer Maurice
i Hugh.

The liberation &f the Netharlands after Four years of German occupation in WW2 by allled
treups duriag "Coeration Marker Garden” s very significant to our country, We understand
that Pilot Cifiger McHugh was one of anly a handful of Australians involved and we wolld
like to acknawledge his contribution ta our frecdom and especially the significance Lo the
municipalioy Bernheze.

The actions af Pilat Cfficer McHugh fying his Short Stiring Bember on 21 September 1944
are well documented In the Tyghoon museum at the nearby Reyal Dutch Airfurce Base
wvolkal. Details of hs bravery and wreckage of the crashed aircraft including a propeller that
wias later sanaped (n 1977 are ¢n display.

We understand that after being hit by flak and with the plane on fire Filet Officer McHugh
and the ¢raw cantinuad courapeously on their mission Lo resupply beleaguered British
troops attemping T capture the bridpe at Arnhem.

Furthermore, upon banking aut ta return to England the plane was again hit by fiak and the

wing exploded into flame. The nlane continued fiying for about 50km to crash near our
smiall willzage of Verstenbesch,

Tumeenteeua [ Migon s - Foeibus 19, 5334 75 Hooson
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Roryrenesaaisr BEEANHEZE

Significantly Pilat Officer McHugh refused a parachute and stayed valiantly with the controls
aof the stricken plane ta allaw ethers of his crew to escape, The three airmen who
parathuted to safety were rescued and hidden from the Germans by members of tha local
resistance movement and thair families still remember the events today.

Pilot ©fficer WcHugh and the remaining members of his crew were killed when the plane
prashead,

Warstenbosch village residents and eye witnesses Janand Toin Smolenaers tell of now they
were working in a nearby field with their stopfather and clearly saw Pilot Offiver #cHugh
pul up the Burming aircraf ot the last minule 1o avoid hitting the Yerhosven family home at
neuwelweg 3 before crashing. Jan and Toin are adamant that his actions undoubtedly
saved the family of seven Iving | the house, The Verhoeven chikdren wha still lve in the
area also tell of the crash on that day and acknowlcdge chan they are lucky to be alive
becausae of his actions,

The crash site and Uthe actions of the pilot remain relevant to this day and represent an
impertant tavckstone For pur community that has cemmemorated these events far mzny
yerre. Alliad airmen and iberation af the Netherlands in 1944 are gart of cur modern
cultural [dentity, They are studied as part of the local school curriculum inthe same way
that the landings al Gallipoli in 1915 are significant wo Australian children, The historic village
windmill is placed into mouwrning position o honour their bravery by its custodian Jan
Lmoienaers cach September,

We were dellghicd this year on the 70" anniversary of the battic to have Pilat Officer
McHugh's nephew Poter McHugh come especially from Australia to visit us along with the
arigadier Bill Sowry, the Australian Defence Attache from London. They were mel by anout
50 members of sur townsfolk, local school children, Aiderman ien Wijdever fram the
muricipality Bernheze and Chief Warrant Officer Gerard VeenhUls representing the
commander of the lacal Dutch Air Force Base Volkel. They held a small ceremany and
wigath laying st the crash site.

The visit was covered by local Duteh print medis and an Auscralian [V ngws Crév.

The plague that Peter [aft with us has now been proudly mountes inoour council chambers
afler a special meeting in December as a permanent memarial 1o the airmen. The
Australian flag and photo of Filot Officer McHugh that Peter gave to the schiol children are
dizplayed In their classroom. The school gave Peter a book 3 small drawings from eack chilsd
anwhat the war and lbaration meant to them.

aammnr ke s De figee 4 - Postoes 14, S0 G D issanh
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Biegomoesicr BEARMNNESE

we offer this letter of suppart in the hope that you will logk favourably upen seme kind of
belated recognition for Pilot Officer McHugh, It would mean a great deal ta his family; to our
simall community of Marstenbesch and to the people of the Metherdands.

Yordrs sincerasy

pr L
Marieke Maorman
BUFEEMESSTET
Munitinality Barnhezs

Comv 1ot

Mrs Annemieke Ruigrok

Ambassador, Embassy of the Kingdomn of the Netherlands
120 Emnpire Circuit

Yarralumia ACT 2600

ALISTRALLA

{iamaarretues D bfeese B - Postbus 108 S0bd 2 | #es



Attachment 18 — The plaque




